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Question: In general, Question: In general, 
how often would you how often would you 
say you have say you have 
experienced Godexperienced God’’s s 
presence or a spiritual presence or a spiritual 
force that felt very force that felt very 
close to you?close to you?
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Varieties of Religious ExperiencesVarieties of Religious Experiences

Ecstatic worship (1 Sam. 19:23Ecstatic worship (1 Sam. 19:23--24)24)
Spirit domination (Mark 5:1Spirit domination (Mark 5:1--20)20)
Dreams and visions (Numbers 12:6; Acts 2:17) Dreams and visions (Numbers 12:6; Acts 2:17) 
Direct experience of God (Numbers 12:6Direct experience of God (Numbers 12:6--8)8)
Compelling convictions (1 Cor. 9:16)Compelling convictions (1 Cor. 9:16)
Meditative reflection (Ps. 48:9?)Meditative reflection (Ps. 48:9?)
Emptiness (Genesis 2:21?; Acts 10:10?)Emptiness (Genesis 2:21?; Acts 10:10?)
Group experiences at festivals/rituals (1 Kings 18:19Group experiences at festivals/rituals (1 Kings 18:19--40; 40; 
Acts 2:1Acts 2:1--4)4)
NearNear--death and death and OBEsOBEs (1 Cor. 12:2)(1 Cor. 12:2)
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States of Religious Experience



Dreams from GodDreams from God
((BreslinBreslin and Jones, and Jones, Understanding Dreams from GodUnderstanding Dreams from God, p. 8), p. 8)

JOB 33:14JOB 33:14--18 For God does speak18 For God does speak——now one way, now now one way, now 
anotheranother——though man may not perceive it. In a dream, in a though man may not perceive it. In a dream, in a 
vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as they vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as they 
slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and 
terrify them with warnings, to turn man from wrongdoing terrify them with warnings, to turn man from wrongdoing 
and keep him from pride, to preserve his soul from the pit, and keep him from pride, to preserve his soul from the pit, 
his life from perishing by the sword.his life from perishing by the sword.

God gives dreams for four reasons:God gives dreams for four reasons:
1. Turn people from wrongdoing.1. Turn people from wrongdoing.
2. Keep us from pride2. Keep us from pride
3. Preserve our soul from the pit3. Preserve our soul from the pit
4. Protect our lives4. Protect our lives

Explanations of Possessive StatesExplanations of Possessive States

Physiological:Physiological:
Illness relatedIllness related
Fever inducedFever induced
EpilepsyEpilepsy
AsthmaAsthma
ShortShort--windednesswindedness

OtherOther
HypnotismHypnotism
DrugDrug--inducedinduced
HyperventilationHyperventilation
Severe physical Severe physical 
traumatrauma
SonambulanceSonambulance

Psychosocial:Psychosocial:
PsychologicalPsychological

ProjectionProjection
HysteriaHysteria
WishWish--fulfillmentfulfillment

SocialSocial
Social stressSocial stress
Mob hysteriaMob hysteria

SimulatedSimulated

SpiritSpirit--related:related:
NonNon--Christian viewsChristian views
Mystic stateMystic state
Shaman's voyageShaman's voyage
MediumshipMediumship

Christian viewsChristian views
Unholy Unholy spirit(sspirit(s))
Holy SpiritHoly Spirit



MixedMixed

Causes of Religious ExperiencesCauses of Religious Experiences

Middle levelMiddle level
SpiritsSpirits

Lower level:Lower level:
BiologicalBiological
PsychocialPsychocial
TrickeryTrickery
UnexplainedUnexplained

Upper level:Upper level:
GodlyGodly


